
81
enki | the home of design and architecture

architecture | case study

enki | the home of design and architecture

80

architecture | case study

OWNER’S BRIEF
The owners wanted 
a reconfiguration and 
extension to convert 
the previously dark, 
segmented property 
into a light, spacious 
and modern family 
home that would  
suit them and their 
two children.

The modern reconfiguration of a dark Victorian maisonette links it to the outdoors

Roomy 
Divisions

V
ictorian houses come with 
their own unique set of 
challenges. One problem of 
this particular maisonette is 
that the existing living space 
lacked any connection to the 
rear external courtyard. This 
connection was the essence 
of the project that was to 
breathe life into this home. 

However, so much had to be done 
including moving the bedrooms to the 
upper level and swapping them with  
the kitchen, living and dining areas.  
A plywood ‘box’ was created in the  
main living space to house the kitchen, 
staircase, storage and study area. “The 
restrained nature of the material palette 
complements the simplicity of the 
spaces,” says architect Larissa Johnston.

ARCHITECTS QUESTIONS
What were the main challenges? 
One of the key issues was that the  
living spaces lacked any connection  
with the rear external courtyard.

How did you overcome this?
The property has been altered to  
relocate the bedrooms from the lower to 
the upper floor and the kitchen, living 
and dining areas are moved downstairs 
to enjoy a direct relationship with the 
garden. The property has been extended 
to the rear with large glazed sliding 
doors and a continuous floor surface 
ensuring a seamless relationship 
between internal and external space. 
 
Tell us about the use of ply?
Inserted within the large space is a 
compact and efficient plywood ‘box’ 
which incorporates a fitted kitchen, 
staircase, storage and a study space. 
The ‘box’ also serves to conceal  
the lowered floor level of the  
study area/half landing, which  
could not be raised due to the 
configuration of the property above.
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ARCHITECT

Larissa Johnston 
Architects,
0203 417 8689 

STRUCTURAL  

ENGINEER

Rodrigues  
Associates 
rodrigues 
associates.com
0207 837 1133

MAIN  

CONTRACTOR

TZ Building Ltd
tzbuilding.co.uk
0208 378 5502

BATHROOM

Mostly Saneux
saneux.com  

CONCRETE 

FLOORING

Steyson Granolithic 
Contractors
steysonconcrete 
floors.co.uk 

TIMBER 

FLOORING

Tedd Todd 
tedtodd.co.uk
 
GRANITE SETS

Stone UK
01955 600 551
stoneuk.com 

PROJECT NOTES

HOME PROFILE
PROPERTY 

DESCRIPTION

A dark Victorian 
maisonette.

LOCATION

London.

BUDGET

£138,000  
construction cost.


