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roducing sculptural building
forms allows architect, Larissa
Johnston, to experience a
harmonious fusion between fine
art, physics and mathematics. Being
intensely driven, Johnston started building
her own company a few years ago while
still working on projects for Stanton
Williams. ‘I gained a wealth of experience
at Stanton Williams,” she says. “When |
started my own practice, it just felt like the
right time to do it. The scale of the
projects I currently work on is very
different, but the creative process is
effectively the same.’

One of these public, large scale projects
was the redesign of King’s Cross Square,
where Johnston served as lead project
architect. Stanton Williams won the
exciting project at an international design
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Architect Larissa
Johnston, who worked
on the redesign of
Kings Cross Square
1S now focusing on

building her own

competition and the final blueprint was ‘a
dual response to the inherent complexities
of the site and the aspirations for the
square to become a significant new public
space for the city,” while interlinking this
with the important functional aspects of
King’s Cross St Pancras as a major
transport hub.
Interestingly, the most
complex and
challenging part of the
project was finding
innovative solutions to
deal with the ‘complex
assortment of London
Underground structures’ that sit beneath
the square.

‘We clad a lot of elements in dark
granite, which 1s also used to clad
landscaping elements such as benches and

The regeneration of
this area should serve
as an example for other
projects across London

tree planters,” explains Johnston. “We also
defined a number of distinct zones within
the square that provide orientation and
meeting points, as well as two shaded
seating areas. The dark and light granite
stripes running across the square visually
link it to Cubitt’s 1952 station facade.’
The seasoned
architect and Islington
resident has watched
the regeneration of the
King’s Cross area
unfold over the last 15
years, describing it as
‘incredibly exciting’.
The area’s reworked historical elements,
such as the Granary Building and the
Transit Sheds, give it an air of richness, a
marriage between heritage and the
contemporary. ‘The emphasis on quality







